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Distance Learning Videos




Gemstones and common rock specimens

may be collected for PRIVATE/PERSONAL use

and will not be utilized for commercial
urposes or bartered to commercial dealers
Commercial production of common rocks on

an unclaimed site requires a permit)

Common invertebrate fossils such as plants,
mollusks and trilobites (in reasonable
quantities, may not be bartered or sold)

Petrified Wood 25Ilbs + 1 piece not to exceed
250 pounds/calendar year (may not be
collected for commercial purposes, bartered
or sold)

Saleable Minerals, such as sand, gravel,
cinders, topsoil and other common varieties
of minerals (they must be purchased by prior
arrangement with the BLM)

Vertebrate fossils such as dinosaurs,
mammals, fishes and reptiles, and
uncommon invertebrate fossils

Cave resources including plant, animal and
geologic features



§8365.1-5 Property and resources.
(a) On all public lands, unless otherwise authorized, no person shall;

(1) Willfully deface, disturb, remove or destroy any personal property, or structures, or any scientific,
cultural, archaeclogical or historic resource, natural object or area;

(2) Willfully deface, remove or destroy plants or their parts, soil, rocks or minerals, or cave resources,
except as permitted under paragraph (b) or (c) of this paragraph; or

(3) Use on the public lands explosive, motorized or mechanical devices, except metal detectors, to aid in
the collection of specimens permitted under paragraph (b) or (c) of this paragraph.

(b) Except on developed recreation sites and areas, or where otherwise prohibited and posted, it is
permissible to collect from the public lands reasonable amounts of the following for noncommercial
purposes:

(1) Commonly available renewable resources such as flowers, berries, nuts, seeds, cones and leaves;

(2) Nonrenewable resources such as rock and mineral specimens, common invertebrate and common
plant fossils, and semiprecious gemstones;

(3) Petrified wood as provided under subpart 3622 of this title;

(4) Mineral materials as provided under subpart 3604; and

(5) Forest products for use in campfires on the public lands. Other collection of forest products shall be in
accordance with the provisions of Group 5500 of this title.

(c) The collection of renewable or nonrenewable resources from the public lands for sale or barter to
commercial dealers may be done only after obtaining a contract or permit from an authorized officer in
accordance with part 3600 or 5400 of this chapter.

[48 FR 36384, Aug. 10, 1983; 67 FR 68772, Nov. 13, 2002; 75 FR 27455, May 17, 2010]



BLM Lands — without valid mining claims

USFS lands — without valid mining claims

Department of Defense Lands —

Department of Energy —

ACEC -

US Fish & Wildlife Lands —

Bureau of Reclamation Lands —

Wilderness & Wilderness Study Areas —

National Conservation Areas —

Private Lands — Unless you have permission
National or State Parks

State Lands — technically private, contact state lands
Within the boundary of valid mining claims
Developed recreation sites and areas
Department of Defense —

Indian Reservations without permission from tribal
authorities

Department of Energy Lands —

ACEC —

US Fish & Wildlife Lands —

Bureau of Reclamation Lands —
Wilderness & Wilderness Study Areas —
National Conservation Areas —

National Monuments

National Historic Sites

National Wildlife Refuges



or every mine, adit, shaft, or
prospect symbol on a October 1999-Female
topographic map there are 2- juvenile (11) killed in a
3 more waiting to be found! 120 ft. deep mine shaft

near Beatty

There is an estimated
200,000-300,000 points to June 1999-Male
log. NDOM has currently juvenile (11) drowned
logged over 60,000 of these swimming in open
points. pit lake

May 2011-Adult
male (28) suffered
May-2009 Dog fell down fatal
inclined shaft, rescued 10 injuries after falling
days later 190
feet down a shaft



https://ndom.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Cascade/index.html?appid=6356080061034edd8a0df31cc02ca598




minerals that have been removed from acquisition by
“location” under the 1872 mining law (oil, gas, oil shale, coal, geothermal
resources, potash, sodium, native asphalt, semisolid bitumen, bituminous
rock, phosphate, chlorides, sulfates, certain carbonates, borates, silicates
or nitrates of potassium or sodium and related products, and Sulphur).

common varieties of sand, stone, gravel, pumice, pumicite,
cinders, and clay that do not possess any specific property giving them a
distinct or special value (excluding block pumice, limestone suitable for the
|oroduction of cement, metallurgical grade limestone, chemical-grade
imestone, limestone suitable as a soil additive and gypsum)

includes metallic (gold, silver,
cinnabar, lead, copper, tin, zinc, nickel uranium, etc.) nonmetallic minerals
(fluorspar, mica, certain limestones and gypsum, tantalum, heavy minerals
in placer form, and gemstones along with certain uncommon varieties)



Types of claims

Unpatented Mining Claim — a claim located on land owned by the
federal government. The owner of a valid mining claim or mill site
has the exclusive right to use and possess the property for mining
purposes and to develop and sell the mining products from the same

free of any royalty to the federal government as long as:

1.
2.
3.
4.

The land was open to location

The location is properly made

A discovery of a valuable mineral deposit is made

The claim is properly maintained through annual filings and/or payments

Patented Mining Claim — a mining claim that has been conveyed to
private ownership, it is now private property



Types of Claims

Lode Claims — located on lands where the minerals are contained in “veins or
lodes of quartz or other rock in place”, in general it means that the deposit being
Ioc?(ted using a lode claim has to be a mineralized zone held in place by adjoining
roc

Placer Claims — located on “all forms of deposits, excepting veins of quartz or
other rock in place, or any deposit that does not qualify as a lode

Mill Sites — nonmineral in character and are used for activities related to mining
or processing minerals

Tunnel Sites— generally only of historic interest, were used for driving a tunnel for
exploring lode deposits



Lode Claims:

A

A

A

Erect a monument at the “point of

discovery” (Today, it’s more likely to be
a point of convenience, like midway
along end line and set inside 10-20")

Post in or upon the monument a Notice
of Location which must contain:
I Claim Name

t' Name of locator and locator’s mailing
address

' Date of Location NOL (very important, as
this starts the clock)

I The number of linear feet claimed along the
length and width from the point of discovery
and the general direction of the lode or vein

Within 60 days of posting the NOL the

boundaries of the claim must be
defined by placing valid legal
monument at each corner of the claim

Within 90 days of posting the NOL file
our claim maps and certificates of
ocation with the BLM and the count\{)

y

recorder along with all fees required
both

Placer Claims:

A

A

Erect a at any point along the north
boundary of the claim

Post in or upon the monument a Notice of
Location which must contain:

I Claim Name

I Name of locator and locator’s mailing address

I Date of Location NOL (very important, as this
starts the clock)

Y The number of feet or acres claimed

If on surveyed land the claim may be taken
by legal subdivision and no corner
monuments are required

If on unsurveyed land, within 60 days of
posting the NOL the boundaries of the claim
must be defined by placing valid legal
monument at each corner of the claim

Within 90 days of posting the NOL file your

claim maps and certificates of location with
the BLM and the county recorder along with
all fees required by both



Lode Claims: Placer Claims:



Discovery (Location) Monument -
Lode Claim

Properly locating the Discovery Monument is Very Important!




Valid Legal Monuments
For A Claim:

A

A

A

A

A

Blazing/marking a tree > 4” diameter and 2
3’ tall

Rock cairn (stack) > 3’ tall

Stone (not in place) 2 6” in diameter and 2
18” tall set on end on a mound of earth or
stone 3’ in diameter and 2.5’ tall

Metal post > 2” diameter and > 4’ tall set 1’
in ground; if hollow must be unperforated
and capped

Wooden post >1.5” x 1.5” >4’ tall set 1" in
ground

1%"x1%"



What If’s

If you can’t sink a post because of
the ground conditions, it may be
placed in a mound of earth or
stones

If the proper placing of a monument
is impracticable or dangerous to life
or limb (example - highway, road,
river, or cliff face), the monument
may be placed at the nearest point
properly marked to designate its
right place



Plastic/PVC Posts Are NotValid Monuments

Found to cause significant
number of bird, reptile, and
insect deaths

2011 legislation outlawed use
of plastic pipe for monuments
and required re-
monumentation

To limit future deaths, plastic
pipe may be removed and laid
down



Claim Maps and Certificates of Location

Lode Claims: —— Placer Claims:

I Within 90 days of posting the Notice of Location, file your claim maps and certificates of location with the County Recorder
I Two copies of claim Map:
* Scale of not less than 500’ to the inch and indicating location of all monuments

e Description of Township and Range, plus, if on surveyed lands, the Section and Quarter Section. Otherwise, course and
distance to a readily identifiable artificial landmark customarily shown on a map (example - road intersection)

e Size of each sheet must be 8.5” x 14” (legal size) or 24” x 36”

Lode Claims: Placer Claims:
Duplicate Certificates of Location, filed with maps, must contain: Duplicate Certificates of Location, filed with maps, must
contain:

* Name of the lode or vein
 Name of locator and locator’s mailing address

* The date of location

 The number of linear feet claimed along length and width from
point of discovery and general direction of the lode or vein

e The location and description of each corner and how marked

e A statement “that the work of location consisted of making the
maps as provided in NRS 517.040.”

* Name of the claim designating it as a placer claim.

* Name of locator(s) and mailing address(es) of
locator(s).

* The date of location.
* The number of feet or acres claimed.



Lode Claim COL & Claim Map Example

CERTIFICATE OF LOCATION
LODE MINING CLAIM
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:
Name and mailing address of locator:
G. W, Snow
309 Pion
Fallon, NV

RECORDER'S STAMP

located the Bob Ne. 1 Lode Mining Claim in the following quarter

Seclion
21

Counly,

im is approximately 150

fect
direction from the point of

n), at which tl d, Ll
dc of the monument of location and eenter ling of the Claim, The

ther with

lode or vein is from the northwest  to the southeast ¢ on.
The number, location and markings on each comer monument are as falloy
Markings

Bob
ith corner

1 corner

11/2" x 1 1/2" wooden post
: north corner or Bob No. 1

11/2" x 1 1/2" wooden post

As erected on th nd each corner monument is marked by metal tags

The undersigned certifics that work of loc
NRS 517.040.

ion inchuded making a claim map as provided
Dated this 18th _ day of September L2018

George W. Snow

Locator or Agent Name (printed)

Suggested Form - Nevada Division « als (REV. 8-27-2015)
Nevada Lode Certificate of Location - NRS 317.03(




Yearly Maintenance Fee

BLM

September 1%, 2020 August 31st, 2021
JI

\4

May | Jun Jul Aug | Sept | Oct Nov | Dec

Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec | Jan Feb | Mar | Apr

T

. . . . . A t 31, 2021

Submit Certificate of Location (for appropriate claim , Hgus ’ .
Clai | ith th laim Maintenance Fee must be received

type) AND aim Map a qng wit t. e.new claim fee, or postmarked, on or before Sept 15

processing fee, and location fee within 90 days of of each Assessment Year to cover the

location.

following assessment year (2022)

County Within Which the Claims are Located

September 1%, 2020

November 15, 2021

l

Affidavit and Notice of Intent to Hold for all
Submit Certificate of Location (for appropriate Mining Claims, for Assessment Year 2021 and
claim type) AND Claim Map along with the filing filing fee (backward looking).
fee within 90 days after location. This covers the

2021 assessment year.



Small Miner Waiver

BLM

September 1%, 2020

J,

August 31%t, 2021

Sept [ Oct | Nov Feb

Dec Jan

\"F1¢

Apr

May

Jun | Jul Aug | Sept | Oct | Nov | Dec

T

Submit Certificate of Location (for appropriate claim
type) AND Claim Map along with the new claim fee,

processing fee, and location fee within 90 days of
location.

FLPMA documents are due on or
August 315t, 2021 before Dec. 30 for 2021 Assessment
Small Miner’s Waiver must be Yr.
received or postmarked, on or
before Sept 1°t EVERY YEAR this
will cover the 2022 assessment

15t year ONLY: Notice of Intent to
Hold (NOI)
Every year thereafter: Affidavit of

year. Annual Assessment Work a.k.a Proof
of Labor for Placer/Lode Claims, NOI
for Mill/Tunnel Sites
County Within Which the Claims are Located
November 1°t, 2021
September 1%, 2020
August 315t 2021

Submit Certificate of Location (for appropriate
claim type) AND Claim Map along with the filing
fee within 90 days after location. This covers the
2021 assessment year.

15t year (Due November 1%t, 2021) Affidavit and Notice
of Intent to Hold (NOI) for Assessment Year 2021
2" Year and every year after Affidavit of Annual
Assessment Work or Proof of Labor (POL) for
Lode/Placer Claims, NOI for Tunnel/Mill Sites. The POL
that will be turned in on Nov 1% of 2022 will be for
Assessment Year 2022



Forms & Fees

I Forms required can be found on our website at

toward the bottom of the page

' BLM fees and forms must be turned into or mailed to
the Nevada State BLM office or submitted through the
BLM'’s Mineral & Land Records System (MLRS)

1 MLRS

A US Land Management Bureau
1340 Financial Blvd
Reno, NV 89502
(775) 861-6400

I County forms and fees must be turned into the county
in which the claim is located, fees vary by county more
information can be obtained by contacting the county
recorder

I For more information on staking claims please refer to
our website for on this
topic, , and
the



https://minerals.nv.gov/Programs/Mining/MiningClaims/
https://minerals.nv.gov/Programs/Mining/MiningClaims/
https://www.blm.gov/services/land-records/mlrs
https://minerals.nv.gov/Programs/Mining/BLM_2019_Mining_Claims_Presentations/
https://minerals.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/mineralsnvgov/content/Programs/Mining/MiningClaimFilingRequirementsInNV.pdf
https://minerals.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/mineralsnvgov/content/Programs/Mining/sp006_Mining_Claim_Procedures_Dec%202019%20edit.pdf
https://minerals.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/mineralsnvgov/content/Programs/Mining/sp006_Mining_Claim_Procedures_Dec%202019%20edit.pdf

Land Research - What you will need

1. A Map with the Public Land Survey System (PLSS). For this example
we will be using the Nevada Division of Minerals Open Data Site,
Mining Claims Page

2. The location of the area of interest

QR Code for the Mining Claims Page


https://data-ndom.opendata.arcgis.com/pages/mining-claims

PLSS - Township, Range, & Section

If you zoom into the area you are
interested in the township, range,
and section will appear

Townships are divided into 36
sections each being 1 square mile

The numbering starts in the top
right-hand, or northeast corner of
the township then increases to the
left and down in an “S” formation.
sections are always numbered in this
order...this NEVER changes

In the diagram to the right the green
box is referring to township 9 south
(T.9.S.), range 5 east (R. 5. E.), section
7. Or T9S R5E S7

Each section is broken down into
guarter sections which are 160 acres
(NE, NW, SE, SW) and quarter-
quarter Sections which are 40 acres
(so in the SW quarter we have
SWNE, SWNE, SWNE, and SWNE)












Unpatented Mining Claims

1 We will turn “Mining Claims Per Section” back
on to continue.

A Claims presented in this map are obtained from
MLRS, but are only updated about four times a
year, for up-to-date data the researcher must
utilize MLRS, we will demonstrate this shortly.

A Each claim point listing is plotted in the center
of the section, because this is the best
resolution obtainable from LR2000.

I The sum of claims per section is calculated for
each section and associated with the respective

polygon.

A" An unpatented mining claim is 1500’ long and
600’ wide, and a claim does not have to stay
within section boundaries.

A The red box on the map represents a
hypothetical mining claim, NOT DRAWN TO
SCALE

U If a mining claim lies in two sections, it will have
two listings in LR2000, so if one inspects the
table for the claim point listings, one will see
far more claim point listings then actual current
active mining claims.



Unpatented Mining Claims

I Click the section the red “X” is
in, and a pop-up will display
giving information on the
claims within this section

' The entire pop-up reads as follows:

I Now would be the time to search MLRS
and make sure there still only 3 mining
claim filings in this section

\ The red text has the parameters
needed to run the MLRS report and the
township range and section in the
format necessary

\ Copy the text, then click on the link
outlined in red.




Select “NV” as Admin State
Paste text you copied into
/ this box
Set Disposition to Active

After parameters are set
select OK to run report



A

And as can be observed, there are still
only three claim listings in this section

If you were looking for claimant
information, or any other information
on the claim such as current status,
from this point you could click on the
individual Serial Number for the claim,
or if the claims are all listed under the
same Lead Serial Number you could
select the lead serial number link as
well



Unpatented Mining Claims

This is the report that is
generated, it is the Serial
Register Page. Scrolling
through the report you
can view claimant
information, any notes,
flags and payments
made for annual
maintenance



Unpatented Mining Claims

What about the claim maps?

To obtain the actual ma]ps of the claim or claim block a
visit to the BLM state office, or the county recorders
office in which the claims are filed is required.

When requesting files from the BLM you need to
provide the Lead Serial Number for EVERY block of
claims you are interested in obtaining a map for. The
State office is located at 1340 Financial Blvd, Reno, NV
89502. The number for the public room is 775-861-
6500. Call for an appointment or to request records if
you are trying to do so during a pandemic.

When visiting the County Recorders Office, the location
or the claimant's name will need to be provided to
locate claim maps. Again, during a pandemic call for
an appointment or assistance.



Unpatented Mining Claims

Information on unpatented mining
claims can also be viewed in the
interactive web map using:

1. The “Select Tool” and the “Attribute

Drag cursor

Table” around
. . . v file features you
2. The interactive pop-ups wish to select

To use the select tool click on the
select icon.

Drag mouse around the features
you wish to select.

Click the three dots next to the
layer you wish to view the data
from.

Select open attribute table, or
you can export as a csv.



Unpatented Mining Claims

Information on unpatented mining claims can also be viewed in the interactive web map using:
The interactive pop-ups generated by clicking on a point

A Simply click on a point to
generate the pop-up.

A When you click on the map —
every feature that is present | clon 0%
will be selected, so all claim . 101409555 2 e New Lead File Nomber & KV191405
points’ which p|ot in the : to Ioo The new MLRS Jead file numbers may not be carrectit! The BLM is wark
center of the sections, will
be selected.

\ Navigate through the
listings using the triangles in
the top right-hand corner of
the pop-up. T -

I Note that the last
assessment year is noted in
the fourth line.

\ To view the Serial Register
Page for individual claims or
groups of claims follow the
links outlined in red
respectively.

ox and press apply

Claimant Name = EP I C HAS TO BE ALL CAFS

Then Select OK To search the BLM Land cia this Township and Range {Including MTP's)




Unpatented Mining Claims

If you were
attempting to view
the Serial Register
Page for a group of
claims using the Lead
File you must set the
“Lead File Number?”
to “Yes” and select

llApply”



On the mining claims page of our open data
site is a “detailed” document focused on
land research, if you are going to attempt
this...I strongly advise you to review this.

If you get stuck...reach out to me and | will

try to assist.

Again...

O

4
b4
44

3

Claim, notices, plans,
and ROW data for
contiguous western
U.S. available at
miningclaim.org



http://www.nvlandman.org/

Thank you!
Impatterson@minerals.nv.gov
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